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GLENDALOUGH RAILWAY STATION 
Grievance 

MR QUIGLEY (Innaloo) [9.58 am]:  The member for Roleystone is leaving the Chamber.  He learnt of the 
subject of this grievance and thought he was living in Dog Day Afternoon, because he has heard about the 
Glendalough train station on a previous occasion.  I raised the issue during a 90-second statement some weeks 
ago.  I thought that the way to get the name of a train station changed would be to raise its profile within the 
bureaucracy, leave it a month or so and then raise it in a grievance.  

Ms MacTiernan:  With plenty of notice to the minister. 

Mr QUIGLEY:  Yes, so that she can discuss it with the nomenclature committee of Westrail, and others.  That is 
why I am taking the time of the House again today to raise this matter.  It is a rather small matter to occupy the 
time of this Chamber, but it is reasonably important.  

The reason that I seek to change the name of Glendalough train station is that Scarborough Beach is a regional 
entertainment and recreational area.  Many of the businesses in that area rely upon attracting custom and tourism 
from outside the area, from both Perth and the interstate and international tourist markets.  The majority of the 
tourist brochures and tourist promotion of Perth refers to Scarborough Beach in some way.  Scarborough Beach 
is a significant entertainment area that includes businesses that I have mentioned in this Chamber previously.  It 
includes music venues that cover the full range of ages, from the Lookout, which plays rock and roll and takes 
up to 800 or 900 people, through to perhaps the more sophisticated Contacio Hotel, which caters for the 25 to 35 
year age group, to the Stamford Arms for perhaps older people who want to listen to music and imbibe alcohol.  
It also has a range of restaurants.  It is very important that this area have a good public transport system, with an 
easily identifiable route.  This area also has the wonderful Scarborough Beach and Trigg Beach, and the surf 
clubs.  More than that, Scarborough Beach Road is also a regional shopping precinct, ranging from Innaloo 
Shopping Centre, which is situated on Scarborough Beach Road, to all the other retailers that are located along 
Scarborough Beach Road; I do not want to mention particular retailers by name.  The Scarborough Beach area 
receives a lot of publicity in advertisements.  However, when tourists and other people want to catch a train to 
visit that area, the name of the train station - Glendalough - gives no hint that Scarborough is the precinct to 
which they are going.   

As I have mentioned on a previous occasion, the Celtic pronunciation of Glendalough is “Glendaloch”.  The 
Australian derivative - Glendalough - is the one most commonly used, and I have noticed that the pronunciation 
on the tape recording on the train has even been Australianised to Glendalough.  The name Glendalough gives no 
hint that the destination is actually Scarborough.  The name Glendalough was derived from the former state seat 
of Glendalough, which was held by a former Premier of Western Australia, Dr Carmen Lawrence, who 
instigated the building of the northern train line, so it is perhaps understandable why that train station was named 
after that state seat.  Glendalough train station is on the border of the suburbs of Glendalough and Osborne Park 
and is located over the top of Scarborough Beach Road.   

Path Transit is keen to introduce a Scarborough Beach bus service.  That service will operate between the station 
and the beachfront, and the business centres in between, on a regular 15-minute rotation.  It hopes to introduce 
that service by the summer of 2002-03, by which time I am told it will have enough kilometres in the kilometre 
bank under the privatisation system to be able to dedicate that route.  I will speak about that matter later in my 
term in this Parliament as that gets up and running.  

Since I first took the opportunity of raising this subject in a 90-second statement that I made five or six weeks 
ago, it has received a good response in the local community newspaper in the interviews that it has conducted 
with local business people and others, and in letters to the editor.  In tourism and marketing, brand name is 
everything.  There would not be anyone in Perth who has not heard of Scarborough, but there would be a lot of 
people who have not heard of Glendalough.  Throughout Australia, Scarborough is famous as a tourist 
destination.  It makes commonsense to call our local train station after the name of the destination. 

MS MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [10.04 am]:  I thank the member for 
Innaloo for the vast notice that he has given me of this grievance, because it has enabled me to do incredibly 
detailed research on this topic.  The real issue here is what is in a name.  The member referred to the Celtic 
pronunciation of Glendalough.  The member may not be familiar with a famous song, the words of which are 
along the lines, “In Glendalough there lived a saint” - it is obviously not referring to the member for Innaloo - 
“renowned for his learning and piety.”  I cannot remember all the words, but it ended up with this rather 
obnoxious, pontificating and pious person being chucked into a lake.  We could never accuse the member for 
Innaloo of excessive piety.  He is definitely a man of learning, but not piety.  
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I have done a bit of research on this topic, and it appears that I have the capacity by ministerial fiat to change the 
name of the station; but of course we are a very democratic Government, and we would not want to do that.  
Traditionally, the process of selecting the name of a railway station has involved interaction between the West 
Australian Government Railways Commission, the urban rail project team and the geographic names committee 
of the Department of Land Administration.  I do not know whether that process would be the best one to use, but 
we are considering taking that step.  However, what we would like is a more direct approach, and I suggest to the 
member for Innaloo that he conduct a survey of his community to ask people for their views, and that he then 
produce to me the results of that survey.  We could then also get input from the local council.  Those two 
mechanisms would then give us a sound base from which to move forward.   

It is interesting to note that there is a bit of history about the naming of this station.  Early in 1990, a suggestion 
was made that it be named Scarborough Beach station.  That was supported by the geographic names committee 
to some extent.  However, the Perth urban rail electrification project team, which is distinct from Westrail, did 
not favour that.  The correspondence that it sent to Westrail indicated that it did not favour Glendalough station 
being named Scarborough Beach station, because it was unwilling for train stations to be identified with major 
roads - so a bit of inter-modal rivalry might have been at the heart of that decision - and that its preference was to 
have the station name reflect its locality.  The letter from the geographic names committee states -  

Glendalough - after the locality within which it is located.  Although Committee considered recently 
that this locality could be revised, the name has a historical association with the area, and appears a 
good choice.   

I think there was also a connection via some religious institution, which no doubt named itself Glendalough after 
the famous monk to whom I referred earlier.   

I note also that notwithstanding that particular view a similar dispute occurred over the naming of the Whitfords 
station.  That station was named after Whitfords Avenue.  It is not located in an area called Whitfords, but at the 
intersection of the Padbury, Kingsley and Craigie location boundaries.  It was decided for that reason it would be 
appropriate to embrace the road name, which was Whitfords Avenue.  There may have been other reasons, but 
we will not canvass those at this stage.  I note the member is not seeking to have the station renamed Innaloo or, 
as I suggested to him earlier, something like Strickland in recognition of the work of the former member.  The 
member might prefer that we hold off for eight years or so and name it Quigley, which would be a monumental 
name.  A problem arose with the naming of the Kingsley station on the Armadale line.  That was named after a 
family in the area and it caused some conflict, so there was a general move away from allowing persons to be 
recognised in station names.  The Leighton station was named after a gentleman who had been the stationmaster 
for 30 years.   

Mr Marlborough:  Don’t forget the new Marlborough station that is coming to Rockingham. 

Ms MacTIERNAN:  Marlborough station in Marlborough country will be named after a geographic location.  
We are naming the entire suburb Marlborough, so that would be appropriate!  

A process is in place.  My strong recommendation to the member is that he conduct a survey in his area and 
bring the results to the Government.  If there is strong support for what he suggests, the Government will go to 
the council and take the process from there.   

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Andrews):  Grievances noted. 
 


